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Report
The Values Foundation announced the topic of 4'" Edition of

Bul garian Hi story Conpetition “The Fanmily H story and the Vicissitudes
of the XX Century” in Decenber 2004. Experts from the scientific

council, organizational comittee and the jury chose the above-
mentioned topic because it provides a new reading of the XX century
history — the one of the famly history as an evidence of the its

dynam cs and diversity. The famly history is a personification of the
national or world events and it could reveal different interesting
themes for research.

Speci ali sts who have researched different vicissitude nonents in
the Bulgarian history and their influence on everyday life el aborated
the traditional information materials — a magazine and a brochure. The
magazi ne contains results fromthe Third Bulgarian H story Conpetition,
informati on about the EUSTORY events, materials for the new topic,
met hodi cal instructions. The high quality of the magazine was a result
also of the professional pre-print work acconplished in kind by the
Prosveta Publishing House.

The information materials were distributed to the 28 regional
educational inspectorats and to schools all over the country with the
co-operation of the Mnistry of Education and Science. The newspapers
AzBuki, Uchitelsko Delo, Hristo Botev Radio, FEurope TV, regional
archives, nuseuns, libraries contributed to the popularization of the
conpetition.

In spring 2005 informational senminars in Sofia, Gabrovo, WVratza,
Stara Zagora, Targovishte, Pernik, Burgas were held. A good practice
proved to be the use of trained tutors participated in EUSTORY sumrer

acadeni es and Val ues Foundation’s seninars.

The Internet web site of the Bulgarian Conpetition was renovat ed,
on which could be found infornmation about the participation conditions,
awar ds, working materials, EUSTORY events in Bulgarian and in English.

Since March 2005 the Mnistry of Education and Science officially
approved the Statute of the Bul garian History Conpetition.

284 students took part in the 4'" round of the Bulgarian History
Conpetition and handed 197 contributions. Mre than 50% of the research
works are done with tutor. The nunber of participating girls is
pr edononant .

W have nmmde an additional topic classification, which divides
the contributions into the follow ng nain topic groups:

Thematic G oup Nunber of conpetition entries
- Wars 20

- Political changes 10

- Nationalization 5

- Industrialization 2

- Ethnical G oups 5

- Life-stories 58

- Famly History 63

- Dobrudja Case 8

- Emi grants/settlers/refugees 18
- Revival Process 2

- Anti-fascist resistance 2
- Brigade novenent 2

- O hers 2
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The jury under the chairmanship of Prof. Lubomr Ognyanov from
Sofia University and nenbers Lubov Filipova, Vanya El enkova, Dr.
Rositza Stoyanova, ass. prof. \Vesselin Yanchev, Dr. Mhail Guev
nom nated 25 research papers and after a public defence on 5'" April
2006 defined the 15 prize-w nners.

The 4'" edition of the conpetition was under the auspices of the
Vice-Prime Mnister and Mnister of Education and Science M. Daniel
Val chev. The award cerenmony was held on 27!" May 2006 in the National
Hi story Miuseum in Sofia. The Vice-Mnister of Education and Science
Ms. Ekaterina Vitkova handed over the prizes. N na Koritarova from
Dupnitza won the First Prize for her work about the nationalization
period in Bulgaria after 1945.

The official nonetary award fund was one 15t prize, two 2", three
39 9 encouraging prizes and 6 awards for tutors. Al wnners within
the frameworks of the official prize fund were invited with their
tutors to the prestigious cerenmony, as well as the students awarded
with special prizes. The institutions that have provided the additional
prizes were: Mnistry of Education and Science, Bulgarian Teacher’
Uni on, Nat i onal Agency of  Archives, Mlitary Publishing House,
Teachers’ Informational and Devel opnent Departnent- Sofia, Organization
of Jews in Bulgaria “Shalonf, Hi story teachers association, Sofia
Eccl esi astical Acadeny, Publ i shing Houses “Prosveta” and “Trud”,
Faculty of Theory and History of Culture to the Sofia University,
Hi story Institute to the Bul garian Acadeny of Science.

After the cerenpny the awarded students with prize-wi nning tutors
went to Bankya, near Sofia, for a two-day seminar on the topic “Faith
or Personal Choice: Being in the H story versus Being the History. ",
whi ch was organi zed in co-operation with Friedrich Naumann Foundati on-
Bul gari a.

The first seminar day included two discussion panels wth
| ecturers Ms. Widelko, Executive Director of EUSTORY, M. Em|l
Koshl ukov, Leader of the New Tine political party, M. Histo
Panchugov, Director of Denocratic Institute Foundation. Min topics
di scussed were personal choice — before and now, European values and
youth. During the second day the participants were divided into two
wor ki ng groups defending the theses: “W are “doing” the history and we
are managi ng our faiths” versus “There is no free will but only faith”.

About 100 students and tutors were awarded with book prizes and
all participants in the conpetition received a dipl ona.

The Fourth Bul garian National History Conpetition was organizes
with the support of Koerber Foundation, Open Society Institute-Sofia,

A. G Leventis Foundation, “Bioprograma”, “Unitenp” and in the co-
operation with Mnistry of Education and Science, Mnistry of Culture,
Nati onal Agency of Archives, Teachers’ Informational and Devel oprment

Depart nent - Sofia, Prosveta Publishing House.




