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Repor t  

 
The Val ues Foundat i on announced t he t opi c of  4t h Edi t i on of  

Bul gar i an Hi st or y Compet i t i on “ The Fami l y  Hi st or y and t he Vi c i ss i t udes 
of  t he XX Cent ur y”  i n December  2004.  Exper t s  f r om t he sc i ent i f i c  
counci l ,  or gani zat i onal  commi t t ee and t he j ur y chose t he above-
ment i oned t opi c because i t  pr ov i des a new r eadi ng of  t he XX cent ur y 
hi s t or y – t he one of  t he f ami l y hi st or y as an ev i dence of  t he i t s 
dynami cs and di ver s i t y .  The f ami l y  hi s t or y i s a per soni f i cat i on of  t he 
nat i onal  or  wor l d event s and i t  coul d r eveal  di f f er ent  i nt er est i ng 
t hemes f or  r esear ch.   

Speci al i s t s who have r esear ched di f f er ent  v i c i ss i t ude moment s i n 
t he Bul gar i an hi st or y and t hei r  i nf l uence on ever yday l i f e el abor at ed 
t he t r adi t i onal  i nf or mat i on mat er i al s  – a magazi ne and a br ochur e.  The 
magazi ne cont ai ns r esul t s f r om t he Thi r d Bul gar i an Hi st or y Compet i t i on,  
i nf or mat i on about  t he EUSTORY event s,  mat er i al s  f or  t he new t opi c,  
met hodi cal  i nst r uct i ons.  The hi gh qual i t y of  t he magazi ne was a r esul t  
al so of  t he pr of essi onal  pr e- pr i nt  wor k accompl i shed i n k i nd by t he 
Pr osvet a Publ i shi ng House.  

The i nf or mat i on mat er i al s  wer e di st r i but ed t o t he 28 r egi onal  
educat i onal  i nspect or at s and t o school s al l  over  t he count r y wi t h t he 
co- oper at i on of  t he Mi ni st r y of  Educat i on and Sci ence.  The newspaper s 
AzBuki ,  Uchi t el sko Del o,  Hr i st o Bot ev Radi o,  Eur ope TV,  r egi onal  
ar chi ves,  museums,  l i br ar i es cont r i but ed t o t he popul ar i zat i on of  t he 
compet i t i on.  

I n spr i ng 2005 i nf or mat i onal  semi nar s i n Sof i a,  Gabr ovo,  Vr at za,  
St ar a Zagor a,  Tar govi sht e,  Per ni k ,  Bur gas wer e hel d.  A good pr act i ce 
pr oved t o be t he use of  t r ai ned t ut or s par t i c i pat ed i n EUSTORY summer  

academi es and Val ues Foundat i on’ s  semi nar s .  
The I nt er net  web si t e of  t he Bul gar i an Compet i t i on was r enovat ed,  

on whi ch coul d be f ound i nf or mat i on about  t he par t i c i pat i on condi t i ons,  
awar ds,  wor k i ng mat er i al s ,  EUSTORY event s i n Bul gar i an and i n Engl i sh.  

Si nce Mar ch 2005 t he Mi ni s t r y  of  Educat i on and Sci ence of f i c i al l y 
appr oved t he St at ut e of  t he Bul gar i an Hi st or y Compet i t i on.  

284 st udent s t ook par t  i n t he 4t h r ound of  t he Bul gar i an Hi st or y 
Compet i t i on and handed 197 cont r i but i ons.  Mor e t han 50% of  t he r esear ch 
wor ks ar e done wi t h t ut or .  The number  of  par t i c i pat i ng gi r l s  i s  
pr edomonant .  

We have made an addi t i onal  t opi c  c l assi f i cat i on,  whi ch di vi des 
t he cont r i but i ons i nt o t he f ol l owi ng mai n t opi c gr oups:  

 
Themat i c Gr oup  Number  of  compet i t i on ent r i es 
-  War s       20 
-  Pol i t i cal  changes    10 
-  Nat i onal i zat i on      5 
-  I ndust r i al i zat i on     2 
-  Et hni cal  Gr oups     5 
-  Li f e- st or i es     58 
-  Fami l y Hi st or y     63 
-  Dobr udj a Case     8 
-  Emi gr ant s/ set t l er s/ r ef ugees    18 

-  Revi val  Pr ocess    2 
-  Ant i - f asci s t  r es i st ance    2 
-  Br i gade movement     2 
-  Ot her s      2 
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The j ur y under  t he chai r manshi p of  Pr of .  Lubomi r  Ognyanov f r om 
Sof i a Uni ver si t y and member s Lubov Fi l i pova,  Vanya El enkova,  Dr .  
Rosi t za St oyanova,  ass.  pr of .  Vessel i n Yanchev,  Dr .  Mi hai l  Gr uev 
nomi nat ed 25 r esear ch paper s and af t er  a publ i c def ence on 5t h Apr i l  
2006 def i ned t he 15 pr i ze- wi nner s.  

The 4t h edi t i on of  t he compet i t i on was under  t he auspi ces of  t he 
Vi ce- Pr i me Mi ni s t er  and Mi ni s t er  of  Educat i on and Sci ence Mr .  Dani el  
Val chev.   The awar d cer emony was hel d on 27t h May 2006 i n t he Nat i onal  
Hi st or y Museum i n Sof i a.  The Vi ce- Mi ni st er  of  Educat i on and Sci ence 
Mr s.  Ekat er i na Vi t kova handed over  t he pr i zes.  Ni na Kor i t ar ova f r om 
Dupni t za won t he Fi r s t  Pr i ze f or  her  wor k about  t he nat i onal i zat i on 
per i od i n Bul gar i a af t er  1945.  

The of f i c i al  monet ar y awar d f und was one 1st  pr i ze,  t wo 2nd,  t hr ee 
3r d,  9 encour agi ng pr i zes and 6 awar ds f or  t ut or s.  Al l  wi nner s wi t hi n 
t he f r amewor ks of  t he of f i c i al  pr i ze f und wer e i nv i t ed wi t h t hei r  
t ut or s t o t he pr est i gi ous cer emony,  as wel l  as t he st udent s awar ded 
wi t h speci al  pr i zes.  The i nst i t ut i ons t hat  have pr ovi ded t he addi t i onal  
pr i zes wer e:  Mi ni s t r y  of  Educat i on and Sci ence,  Bul gar i an Teacher ’  
Uni on,  Nat i onal  Agency of  Ar chi ves ,  Mi l i t ar y Publ i shi ng House,  
Teacher s’  I nf or mat i onal  and Devel opment  Depar t ment -  Sof i a,  Or gani zat i on 
of  Jews i n Bul gar i a “ Shal om” ,  Hi st or y t eacher s associ at i on,  Sof i a 
Eccl es i ast i cal  Academy,  Publ i shi ng Houses “ Pr osvet a”  and “ Tr ud” ,  
Facul t y  of  Theor y and Hi st or y of  Cul t ur e t o t he Sof i a Uni ver si t y,  
Hi st or y I nst i t ut e t o t he Bul gar i an Academy of  Sci ence.  

Af t er  t he cer emony t he awar ded st udent s wi t h pr i ze- wi nni ng t ut or s 
went  t o Bankya,  near  Sof i a,  f or  a t wo- day semi nar  on t he t opi c  “ Fai t h 
or  Per sonal  Choi ce:  Bei ng i n t he Hi st or y ver sus Bei ng t he Hi st or y.  ” ,  
whi ch was or gani zed i n co- oper at i on wi t h Fr i edr i ch Naumann Foundat i on-
Bul gar i a.   

The f i r s t  semi nar  day i nc l uded t wo di scussi on panel s  wi t h 
l ect ur er s Mr s.  Woi del ko,  Execut i ve Di r ect or  of  EUSTORY,  Mr .  Emi l  
Koshl ukov,  Leader  of  t he New Ti me pol i t i cal  par t y,  Mr .  Hr i s t o 
Panchugov,  Di r ect or  of  Democr at i c  I nst i t ut e Foundat i on.  Mai n t opi cs 
di scussed wer e per sonal  choi ce – bef or e and now,  Eur opean val ues and 
yout h.  Dur i ng t he second day t he par t i c i pant s wer e di v i ded i nt o t wo 
wor k i ng gr oups def endi ng t he t heses:  “ We ar e “ doi ng”  t he hi st or y and we 
ar e managi ng our  f ai t hs”  ver sus “ Ther e i s no f r ee wi l l  but  onl y  f ai t h” .   

About  100 st udent s and t ut or s wer e awar ded wi t h book pr i zes and 
al l  par t i c i pant s i n t he compet i t i on r ecei ved a di pl oma.  

The Four t h Bul gar i an Nat i onal  Hi st or y Compet i t i on was or gani zes 
wi t h t he suppor t  of  Koer ber  Foundat i on,  Open Soci et y I nst i t ut e- Sof i a,  
A.  G.  Levent i s Foundat i on,  “ Bi opr ogr ama” ,  “ Uni t emp”  and i n t he co-
oper at i on wi t h Mi ni s t r y  of  Educat i on and Sci ence,  Mi ni s t r y  of  Cul t ur e,  
Nat i onal  Agency of  Ar chi ves,  Teacher s’  I nf or mat i onal  and Devel opment  
Depar t ment -  Sof i a,  Pr osvet a Publ i shi ng House.  


